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Pleasanton, CA 94566 

 
 

Humboldt State Univ., B.S. in Biology 

and Botany.  1995. 

University of California Berkeley, M.F. 

in Forestry.  2002.  

Certifications 

Board Certified Master Arborist WE--

3966, International Society of 

Arboriculture.   

Registered Consulting Arborist #442, 

American Society of Consulting 

Arborists (ASCA). 

Tree Risk Assessment Qualified. 

Professional Activities 

President of the American Society of 

Consulting Arborists (ASCA) 2019 

American Society of Consulting Arborists 

(ASCA) Board of Directors 2015-present. 

Member of San Francisco’s Urban Forestry 

Council, 2011-2016 

Member, International Society of 

Arboriculture, Western Chapter. 

Three-time coach at the ASCA Academy 

(2008, 2010 and 2020). 

Co-chair of the 2012 Bay Area Landscape 

Supervisor's Forum  

Societies and Memberships 

American Society of Consulting 

Arborists 

International Society of Arboriculture 

Western Chapter International Society 

of Arboriculture 

California Native Plant Society 

  

 

Mr. Leffingwell specializes in urban forestry.  His expertise is in urban tree 
risk assessment, reforestation, and urban-wildland interface issues.  He is 
skilled in public speaking and presentations.  John is a Registered 
Consulting Arborist (#442) and a Board Certified Master Arborist (WE-
3966B). 

John has experience in assessing historic landscapes and providing 
management recommendations within the context of the National Historic 
Register.  Sites include Ft. Baker, the Presidio of San Francisco and 
Alameda County Highland Hospital. 

John is responsible for incorporating GIS (Geographical Information System) 
into HortScience’s repertoire, providing a more robust data collection and 
mapping program with broad environmental applications. 

  

Selected Project Experience 

Civic Park, Dublin 
Evaluated the health and condition of the trees at Civic Park in preparation 
for playground redesign. Provided recommendations for tree maintenance, 
removal and preservation. Prepared tree preservation and protection 
guidelines for the design, construction, and maintenance phases of the 
project.  Worked with Gates + Associates on the design of park features 
adjacent to trees to minimize tree impacts and successfully preserve quality 
trees. 
 
Hayward Area Recreation and Park 
Performed tree assessments at several parks within the Hayward Area 
Recreation and Park District (HARD) in anticipation of park renovations.  
Worked collaboratively with HARD and project team members to provide tree 
maintenance recommendations, assess impacts to trees from project elements, 
and identify the most appropriate trees for retention based on health, structure 
and anticipated impacts from project improvements.   
 
Dusterberry Park, City of Fremont 
John performed the initial assessment of trees in Dusterberry Park and the 
adjacent commercial site for the City of Fremont.  The small, pocket park was 
to be renovated and expanded as part of the redevelopment of the adjacent 
commercial site. The tree assessment was the basis for helping the City make 
informed decisions on tree preservation and protection through the design, 
construction and maintenance phases. 
 
Fox Creek Park, Walnut Creek 
Working with the design team and the many stakeholders involved in park 
renovations, John developed a management plan for the trees based on their 
health and structure, design goals, project impacts and budget constraints.  
This highly collaborative project involved tree assessment, production of an 
Arborist Report and stakeholder meetings. 
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